Response to: Comparison of direct anterior, lateral, posterior and posterior-2 approaches in total hip arthroplasty: network meta-analysis. Eur
Dear Putananon et al.,
With great interest I read your paper on the comparison of different approaches of the hip. Although not per se of influence on the outcome, the eponymous terms used were not correct. The anterolateral approach was stated as the Hardinge approach and the direct lateral approach as the Watson-Jones approach. This needs to be the other way round. Kevin Hardinge used to work with Sir John Charnley and modified the direct lateral trans-trochanteric approach [1] to the straight lateral approach with bisection of the anterior half of the periosteum of the greater trochanter [2] . Watson-Jones described the plane between the tensor fascia lata and the gluteus medius muscle as approach for the hip [3, 4] .
The danger with eponymous terms lies in a wrong explanation of these terms and should be avoided [5] .
Kind regards,
M. P. Somford
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